
Odyssey 7-8 - Project Based Learning  
 

The Approval  30 points 

You must begin the project by creating a Google Site like mine and attach it to Google 
Classroom.  This is where you will document everything in the project.  You must begin 
by brainstorming topics, writing a pitch paragraph, listing 10 questions, finding a minimum 
of 4 reliable sources, including one idea for an expert.  
 

due before 
10/2 

The Blog 75 points 

You must complete a blog entry every week on your site’s blog page.  The blog must 
include a brief description of what you did that week AND a photo pertaining to your work.  

posts due 
almost every 
week  

The Research 40 points 

You must create a system for tracking your learning.  Not only what you are learning - 
where the info came from. There is no copying and pasting!! You must devise a 
method of writing information in your own words. You need  quality and quantity of notes 
(written in own words). You must post your notes on the Notes page of your Google Site.  
 
Notes will be checked every three weeks.  

9/25 
10/16 
11/6 
12/4 

The Final Product 150 points 

Shows new learning.  May show depth and analysis. May apply new learning. Shows 
passion for the topic; is creative and considers the audience. Chooses appropriate 
medium for the topic; balances text and pictures.  Is neat and organized and presents 
information logically. 
 

due 12/18 

The Bibliography 25 points 

You must include a final, properly formatted bibliography on your project and in your 
Google Site.  We use MLA format.  

due 12/18 

The Presentation 50 points 

All projects will be presented.  Period.  January 

Growth/Reflection 25 points 

Addresses strengths and weaknesses and can discuss new learning. May make 
suggestions for improvement. Is typed in an essay format with detail and examples and is 
edited for conventions. 
 

due in 
January 

 
 



 

Take risks! Try new things! Use technology! Be creative! Think outside the box!  
Show your SPARK! 

 
Steps:  
❏ Brainstorm multiple topics.  
❏ Write a paragraph “pitching” your project.  
❏ Complete your blog every week.  
❏ List questions (What do you want to learn? Please form them as questions and 

avoid saying, “I want to learn everything.”) 
❏ Identify an essential or guiding question.  
❏ Find quality sources using the library (databases and books). Limit Google 

searching.  
❏ Complete your blog every week!  
❏ Organize for note taking! 

❏ How will you take notes? 
❏ How will you track which sources the notes came from?  
❏ Where will you keep your notes?  
❏ How will you remember to bring them to class on class days?  

❏ Research (read, watch, listen)  and take notes in your own words. 
❏ Seek an expert or an experience related to your topic.  
❏ Complete your blog every week!  
❏ Ask classmates and parents for input.  Consider their suggestions.  
❏ Synthesize notes and decide on a medium for presenting.  
❏ Finalize your bibliography.  
❏ Organize notes and visualize the final product.  
❏ Type, edit, ask for help!  
❏ Finish!  
❏ Present. 
❏ Reflect.  
❏ Start over.  

 
 


